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Calculation Guidance
(as part of whole school approach to STEM)

The following calculation guidance has been devised to meet the requirements of the
National Curriculum 2014 for the teaching and learning of Mathematics, and is also
designed to give pupils a consistent and smooth progression of learning calculations across
the school. The early number skills in learning and calculation in Foundation 1 and
Foundation 2 follows the EYFS Curriculum.

The calculation guidance is organised according to age stage expectations as set out in the
National Curriculum 2014, however it is vital that pupils are taught to the stage that
they are currently working at, progressing onto the next stage as soon as they are ready,
or working at a lower stage until they are secure enough in the level to move on.

It is important that any type of calculation is given a real-life context or problem-solving
approach to help build children’s understanding of the purpose of calculation, and to help
them to recognise when to use each operation and methods when faced with problems. This
must be a priority within maths lessons.

Children need to be taught and encouraged to use the most appropriate method; whether it
be a mental strategy, using jottings or an efficient written method to be able to solve a
calculation depending on its difficulty.

Reviewed August 2020 NH
Reviewed August 2020 GB
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