8th October 2021

THE WEEKLY
FLIGHT
During October the national focus is centred around Black History and at school we are celebrating that as we are
rightly proud of the culture and heritage. There has been a real hum around the school as the children researched
the theme of carnival. From dance, drama, music and costume design there has been something for everyone. As
the week drew to a close, the Avon House carnival was celebrated in all its glory. What a week of memories.
Cultural awareness has been created and hopefully this Weekly Flight gives you a flavour of some of this week’s
events.
Kind regards
Mrs Campbell

FEELING HOT, HOT, HOT
This week, Year 4 have been enjoying going on
their journey through carnival. At the beginning of
the week, we took part in steel pan workshops
where our guests took us back to where it all
began. Songs such as: Hot, Hot, Hot, Match of
the Day, and EastEnders are songs we all enjoyed
listening to and we finished it off with a conga
around the hall. The knowledge gained proved
invaluable as their hook for the weeks activities.
Our journey continued with being immersed in
African drumming, and the children thoroughly
enjoyed having a go on the African drums where
they did a call and response. Costume making
enabled them to nurture their creative side, and
they cracked on making carnival costumes.
Amongst all this, Year 4 have been practicing their
script ahead of Friday’s performance.

FEELING HOT, HOT, HOT
Year 5 have been extremely busy this week
preparing for their big performance at the carnival!
They have learnt about the abolitionists that fought
to end slavery in the early 1800s. To prepare for
the carnival procession, Year 5 designed props that
they thought the abolitionists would have if they
were taking part in carnival celebrations. Some of
the children designed placards, others created
petitions to end slavery and then there were three
'big wigs' created to represent Hannah More,
William Wilberforce and John Newton.

WEEKLY AWARD
KINDNESS
Foundation 1: Naomi
Foundation 2: Camilla & Alizay
Year 1: Azrael & Aarit
Year 2: Evie & Maariya
Year 3: Krishni & William
Year 4: Zak & Lillie
Year 5: Izaan & Aaleyah
Year 6: Kayla & Lilian

THEY THINK IT’S ALL OVER...
What better way to start Carnival Week than with a
steel pan rendition of the Match of the Day theme!
Year 2 have immersed themselves in all things
carnival. From playing the steel pans and drums, to
listening to carnival stories and making glitzy,
colourful costumes for their parade. Even the
teachers enjoyed leading a conga line!

STAR OF THE WEEK
Foundation 1: Eesha & Nathan
Foundation 2: Ariyana & Deren
Year 1: Eden & Reyan
Year 2: Luiza & Shyla
Year 3: Jayden & Evie
Year 4: Ajay & Tara
Year 5: Yaseen & Niam
Year 6: Lacey & Nana

JIVE BUNNIES
This week the children in Foundation 1 have been
engaging in all things Black History. We first began
with a wonderful introduction to history of steel pans.
The children danced and jived to the wonderful
sounds of the steel pans and then were able to have a
go at using them to hear the amazing sounds they
make. The Foundation 1 children then experienced
African drumming and also made some beautiful face
masks and carnival headwear and costumes. They
also listened to an interactive story of Anasi the Spider.
Foundation 1 had so much fun this week and are
excited to show parents there wonderful carnival
costumes.

THE CACOPHONY OF CARNIVAL
Like the rest of the school, Year 6 have focused on all
things Carnival this week: playing steel pans and
drumming, making glittery, colourful Carnival costumes and banners, learning about the history of Carnival across the world and listening to Caribbean stories. As it was also National Poetry day on Thursday,
we combined this with learning about the British poet
Benjamin Zephaniah and the cultural and political
messages behind his poems. We studied the poem
‘The British’ and wrote our own poetry about Carnival following his unique ‘recipe’ style. The week will
finish with a flourish with our own Avon House Carnival and the chance to show off our class banners
and elaborate costumes. To Carnival!!

Question: What makes you different
from other people?
Micah 4JB – I want to be smart forever.
Isaac 4JB – The bone in my ear is lumpy.
Eliza 4JB - I can put my foot behind my neck.

THINGS TO REMEMBER
Christmas card forms MUST be returned by Friday
15th October otherwise your child will not receive
their card even if you have placed an order. All
orders must be placed directly with the Christmas
card company.
Wednesday 13th October
3.30pm Second hand School Uniform Sale. This will
take place at the front of the school.
5.00pm - 6.00pm Year 5 Secondary School
Preparation meeting in the school hall. Children
welcome.
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th October
F1 Stay and Play. Please email
invitation@ahsprep.co.uk if you would like to attend.

EXPLORERS
Mallards and Kingfishers have had an extraordinary
and exciting time exploring the history of carnival
for Black History Week. Everyone has taken part in
the different activities everyday, including learning
about and playing a steel pan, taking part in an
African drumming workshop, making costumes,
learning dance moves for our Avon House Carnival
and an amazing interactive Anansi Spider stories
workshop.

FEELING HOT, HOT, HOT
Year 1 have absolutely loved Black History week!
The week started with a wonderful steel pan
workshop and assembly to immerse themselves into
the carnival theme. The children used this and some
of the research we did in class to create and describe
their own carnival scenes! They have engaged in an
amazing range of activities including playing the
drums, African dancing and storytelling, as well as
creating headdresses and their own colourful carnival
masks. A child in Cranes brought in a book about
Rosa Parks and this and the text used in English, ‘The
Mega Hair Swap’ instigated discussions about the
importance of treating everyone fairly.
These are some of the quotes from the children about
what they feel they’ve learnt this week.

‘Never be mean about someone else or
yourself.’ (Aarit)
‘We’re all different and that is what makes us
special.’ (Anika)
‘If everyone was the same, that would make the world
boring.’ (Aubrey)

In class the children have been listening to Handa's
Surprise and Handa's Noisy Night, painting fruit and
drawing characters from the story, roleplaying the
stories, writing about their favourite fruit and
working on positional language in maths.

IT’S CARNIVAL
By Lacey 6HD
Take a carnival in a public stove
Place in lots of cities and dash them about
Joy spread around
Take a sprinkle of this and that
Chop in kids with happiness around them
Add parades, bands and costumes
Stir them with gems and some good friends
Take some colours: red, blue and green
Blend with a float and add some dancing
Top tip: This recipe will not work without joy

