15th October 2021

THE WEEKLY
FLIGHT
This week has seen the children explore learning through a series of STEM activities. As a broad subject area the
children have engaged in experiments, critical thinking problems and mathematical challenges. It is said that the
science of today is the reality of tomorrow and who knows, there may be someone among us who will be the person
to make discoveries beyond our planet or the person to find the solution to climate change.
I am always moved by the comments and thoughts our children have and this week’s Wonderwall asked the
question “What STEM invention has had the biggest impact and why?” In recent months I would say it has to be the
COVID vaccine which was produced at speed to protect the world in a pandemic. I wonder what you as a parent
would say? I think this would make a great question to discuss over half term as a family.

As we go on our half term break I hope the children will have time to relax as we have certainly worked them hard
so far this academic year.
Mrs Campbell

YEAR 6 GIVES IT ‘SMORE’

AVON HOUSE INVENTORS

This week as part of our STEM activities we have been
researching and designing a catapult that can propel a
marshmallow. Working in groups, Year 6 have come
up with a variety of designs and have been using their
maths skills to measure accurately and cut the wood
precisely. No marshmallows were hurt in the process,
however, some were consumed!

‘Little Miss Inventor’ really inspired Year 1 during
STEM Week with the children fascinated by her
inventions and created their own designs including the
amazing ‘Flamingo Flying Machine’, the ‘Future Time
Watch’ and the ‘Sleep Easy Robot’! The children
loved learning about and exploring their sense of taste
with our jelly bean experiment, where they had to
predict the flavour of their given beans, before the
most enjoyable part, eating the beans and finding the
actual flavour and describing which of the tastes it had!
They also enjoyed an introduction to coding and
creating their own pictures on the computer in our
digital arts session. It has been a great week, with lots of
wonderful collaborative learning and a strong focus on
critical thinking skills.

On a similar theme, children in Year 6 have been
conducting 15 minute experiments throughout the
week, with their favourite being the creation of a
marshmallow igloo.
In maths, pupils have been given the opportunity to
take responsibility for their learning and choose a range
of activities both online and in the classroom.

WEEKLY AWARD
HELPFULNESS
Foundation 1: Violet
Foundation 2: Margot & Rishii
Year 1: Ravi & Krish
Year 2: Aaron & Ayaan
Year 3: Moosa & Anouskha
Year 4: Issa & Bailey
Year 5: All of Year 5
Year 6: Reuben & Joshua

DIGITAL ART
Year 3 had a fantastic time on Monday afternoon
creating their very own digital art! They loved trying
out different using spray paint, oil paint and chalks as
well as adding unusual colours and elements to
pre-drawn pictures. The children downloaded their
designs onto their Chromebooks and we hope to see
lots of them entered into Mrs. Hooley's Digital Art
Competition, the details of which are on Google
Classroom!

DAM BUSTERS
This week
everyone has been
taking part in
exciting STEM
activities in and out
the classroom.
Year 2 have been
learning about and
building barriers
together, trying to
hold the water back
with different
materials and
techniques.

MONEY TALKS

YEAR 4 ROLE MODELS
This week, Year 4 have had great fun using STEM as a
focus for our learning. We have discovered and
explored the different ways that technology can
enhance our learning and tried lots of new and exciting
programmes! The focus of our English this week was
one STEM role model- Katherine Johnson! We have
learnt lots about her life and the story of how she
calculated the first Apollo moon landing. Her story
sparked many interesting discussions in the classroom
and we have all enjoyed thinking about what our own
futures might look like. We have also thought of many
interesting questions that we would like to ask
her- ‘How would you feel if your calculations went
wrong and the astronauts didn’t make it?’. As a STEM
project, we had great fun working with F1 to build a
helmet out of recycled materials and a cardboard box.
As well as enjoying making the helmet, we really
enjoyed getting to work with the younger children and
finding ways to help us all work well together.

Today, the children went onto the NatWest 'Money
Sense' website using their Chromebooks. First, they
completed a short quiz about looking after their money
and how to
keep it safe at
home and then
they played
some interactive
games based
around making
amounts of
money and
calculating
change.

FLOODING WITH ENTHUSIAM
We have had a fun, challenging and interesting STEM
Week in Year 2! We learnt about flood barriers and
discussed the materials that would be suitable to make
our very own in the classroom. The children decided
that clay, metal, wood, straws, string, reusable plastic
and sponges
would be great
choices. We
designed our
flood barrier
and then got
to work! The
children
worked
fantastically in
their teams
and created
some sturdy
and reliable
barriers.

Little Educational Developers
On Wednesday, Year 3 investigated green sources of
energy and created their own solar panelled houses.
They connected an LED light to a solar panel using
copper tape and then left them in a sunny place to
charge up. All the children worked really well with
their partner and followed instructions amazingly
accurately.

We learnt that solar panels need the sun to work and
capture energy - Niharan

STAR OF THE WEEK
Foundation 1: Anastasia & Dhillon
Foundation 2: Isa & Lottie
Year 1: Shayan & Riyyan
Year 2: William & Harshith
Year 3: Saara & Haris
Year 4: Elyjah & Isaac
Year 5: All of Year 5
Year 6: Rayya & Sacha

I enjoyed decorating the houses - Nicole
I enjoyed working with my brother! - Imogen

WE BUILT THIS CITY….
Foundation 2 were
set the challenge for
STEM week to
create a Lego city
and work out how to
move a Bee-Bot
around from one
end to the other.
The children had to
work out how many
spaces the Bee-Bot
needed to move, give
it special directions
and when it needed
to stop.

Question: Which STEM invention has
had the biggest impact on the world and
how?
Evie 3AM – Airplanes because they fly in the sky!
Zayaan 4SL – The lightbulb as it changed modern life.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
Foundation 1 have been involved in all things STEM
this week. They started off the week by learning about
how they can help their environment by recycling. They
listened to a short story called Recycling is Fun and
learnt about the different materials that they could
recycle. They then had the task of sorting out a variety
of materials into the recycling bin. The children were
given a project of creating a helmet using recycled
materials - which included, cardboard, newspaper,
plastic bottles, bottle lids, foil and cling film.
Foundation 1 had the help of Year 4, for this project,
which they thoroughly enjoyed whilst creating their
recycled helmet. The children also created digital art,
using the interactive whiteboard and they also got to experience using a mouse in ICT, where they had to attempt to move the mouse onto each picture and click.
The favourite activity of the week was the Tuff Tray in
which they could make their own cup of tea or hot
chocolate. The children enjoyed being able to scoop,
mix and pour ingredients together!

