5th November 2021

THE WEEKLY
FLIGHT
As we reach the end of the first week back everything seems to be going with a bang. Today is Guy Fawkes night and
if you are attending events please stay safe. Many of our Sikh and Hindu families are currently celebrating Diwali.
As the nights draw in, candles will become a feature in many homes and candles are a key element of festivals that
take place during the autumn and winter season.
Heading into next week our focus in school will be on Thursday 11th November when we will be remembering those
who served and died for their country and poppies are now on sale before and after school.
I would like to wish all those who will be celebrating this weekend a Happy Diwali.

Mrs Campbell

JUMP RIGHT IN
Mallards and Kingfishers have jumped straight back
into Avon House life after half term. The children
have been learning about the festival of Diwali, why it
is celebrated and looking at Diwali celebrations from
around the world. Many members of both classes
celebrate the festival at home, and we have all enjoyed
listening to them talk
about how they
observe and
celebrate in their
families.
In class we made
and painted diva
lamps and fireworks,
created Rangoli
designs and enjoyed
the special Diwali
lunch on Friday.

SPREAD THE LIGHT!
On Monday the Pre-Prep children had an assembly
about the festival Diwali. The children were taught the
importance of this religious festival and listened to the
story of Rama and Sita, whilst some children supported
with acting out the story. We discussed the meaning of
the story and what we can learn, including how good
overcomes evil and how light can help represent this, as
well as thinking about how we can learn about helping
others. We lit tealights for the children to reflect on light
in the darkness and how they were used to light the way
home for Rama and Sita. They also learnt about the
other ways that Hindus celebrate at this time including
creating Rangoli patterns to attract the goddess Lakshmi
and having fireworks. We referenced Articles 14 and 30
and the right to follow their own religion and enjoy
different cultures and customs.

WHAT A TWIST
This week the children in Year 3 have been showing
off their dramatic skills! We are in the process of
writing our own playscripts but first the children had
the opportunity to act as Oliver or the Artful Dodger,
showcasing their expression and intonation. The
children enjoyed showing off their knowledge of the
different characters and text.

WEEKLY AWARD
PRESENTATION
Foundation 1: Sofia & Elizabeth
Foundation 2: Arun & Jaap
Year 1: Arjun & Xyla Rose
Year 2: Kamah & Neel
Year 3: Imogen & Kyran
Year 4: Zoya & Jenny
Year 5: Aiden & Rishav
Year 6: Tamilore & Nayan

DAZZLING DEVINA
Devina in Flamingos done a
fantastic job this week
retelling a Diwali story,
Ramayana, to her class. Her
classmates were extremely
impressed and we would like
to thank her for bringing the
book in to share.

STAR OF THE WEEK
Foundation 1: Molly
Foundation 2: Amani & Rowan
Year 1: Amelie & Rohan
Year 2: Devina & Seren
Year 3: Haris & Marriya
Year 4: Arvin & Ali
Year 5: Thomas & Lara
Year 6: Maya & Abeeha

STEM WEEK CONTINUES
ARTICLE 30
The right to practice our culture and religion
In RPS this week, the children came in to find hidden
objects under cloths at their tables. Without looking,
they had to feel the items and predict what they might
be. They were told that they were related to Sikhism in
some way. After sharing their thoughts, they uncovered
the items and inspected them. The items on their tables
represented the 5 Ks of Sikhism. Each group learnt
about their object in detail, before they taught each
other about the remaining four items. During this
lesson, pupils also had the opportunity to talk about
any religious items that they have of their own, on
person, or at home.

‘I learnt about the 5 Ks in Sikhism and I found out
about the kirpan, which is a sword. It means honesty
and dignity’ – Vishva

Question: If you could have any
superpower what would it be and how
would you use it?
Eva 5AN – I would make things like food bigger so I
could change world hunger.
Eva 3AM – I would have X-Ray vision to help people
find things.
Ajay 4JB - I would have night vision so I could join
MI.

Eesha and Aran enjoyed STEM
week so much that they continued it
during the half term by conducting
experiments at home. Here they are
learning about unique identity.
Keep up the good work!

MEMORABLE INTERVIEW
Hannah had the opportunity to interview the
inspirational figure Amna Al Haddad, an expert on
women's sports, and a mental health advocate from the
Middle East at World Expos.
World Expos provide a platform to showcase the
greatest innovations that have shaped the world we live
in today. Expo 2021 has 192 countries making
commitments on how they are helping to make the
world a more sustainable world, how the human race
can enjoy harmony with nature.

AMAZING AUTUMN

EXCITED PUFFINS

Year 1 have really enjoyed an autumn themed week!
We started the week going for a walk to hunt for signs
of autumn with the children identifying mushrooms
growing, colourful leaves falling and finding conkers, as
well as enjoying finding piles of crunchy leaves! The
children used their walk to help them create an autumn
word bank, using their senses to think about what they
could see, feel, taste, hear and touch in autumn. They
used their word bank to write some wonderful acrostic
and sense poems! We continued with our autumnal
theme by painting
autumn tree pictures.

The children in Foundation 1 came back to school
after the half term excited and ready to learn. This
week the children have been developing their
recognition of numbers 1-5. They have been learning
how to sequence the numbers correctly and have also
used playdough to make the correct amount of balls to
match each number.
In Expressive Art this
week, the children
were joined by one
of the Foundation 1
parents, in which
they created paper
plate Diya’s and
lanterns in
celebration of Diwali.
Additionally, the
children also made
healthy snack wraps
in cookery, with the
help of Miss
Donnelly and a
Foundation 1 Parent.

Here is one of the class poems:

Acorns are smooth and slippery
Under the ground animals are sleeping
The apples are falling
Up in the sky rain is falling
Many people are eating hot food
Now tractors are harvesting

DIWALI POEMS
As part of Diwali celebrations, the children in Year 4
have been practicing their timetables using Rangoli
patterns. Below are a selection of poems we have
created based on Diwali.

ALL THINGS RED

My Diwali poem- By Elyjah (4SL)

Year 6 have been engaged this week in promoting
Remembrance Day by giving up their time to sell
poppies outside the school. Do be sure to pick up your
poppy from our friendly sellers in the lead up to next
week’s remembrances! We have also been studying all
things related to our ‘BLOOD!’ Did you know that if
you have type O blood, you can donate to anyone and
that people with type AB blood are reported to be the
most intelligent? Year 6 children should be able to tell
you how much blood the average adult body holds
having studied a container of ‘blood’ and they could
also explain just how important blood is for the proper
functioning of the body.

Delicate, complex mehndi put on your hand,
Fresh, Indian curry straight from the pan,
Beautiful, colourful lotus flowers,
Everyone partying for hours
Diwali- By Molly Dempsey (4JB)

Diwali is the festival of lights and decoration,
It is celebrated mainly in India but can be celebrated all
around the world,
When Diwali starts it lasts for 5 days,
Also Sikhs celebrate Diwali,
Little children can also celebrate Diwali and have fun,
I celebrate Diwali with fireworks

THINGS TO REMEMBER

DEAR DIARY
This week, the Year 2 children read some of Samuel
Pepys' diary entries. They were fascinated to learn that
he buried his wine and parmesan cheese to keep them
save from the Great Fire! The children thought of
questions to ask Samuel Pepys and enjoyed
interviewing him in a hot seating activity.

FLU immunisation consent forms to be back no later
than Friday 15th November for Years F2 - 6.
Spring club forms – deadline is today. Please email
the form to Mrs Aksoy. Forms handed in after today
will not taken into consideration.
Year 5 Bikeability (All Week) - Children to bring in
their bikes, helmets, gloves and wearing PE Kit.
Poppies for sale until Thursday before and after
school.
Please ensure your child is wrapped up for the colder
weather, by wearing their winter hats, gloves, scarves
and coats. Winter hats are to be purchased at Forest
Casual and are not available from the school office.

WHAT A TEAM
On Wednesday 3rd October, 5 boys and 5 girls from Years
5 and 6 travelled to Fairlop Waters to participate in the
Redbridge Primary LYG Selection & Team Event Run.
The children ran 1600 metres around Fairlop lake along
with competitors from 7 others schools. The girls raced
first and achieved some amazing results with Eva P (5AM)
finishing first overall, Lacey M (6HD) finishing 2nd and Rebecca O (6HD) finishing 4th out of all the Year 6 girls. The
boys also ran extremely well with Oskar P finishing 4th
overall. The whole team performed well and we are
hopeful that a couple of the Year 6 children will now be
invited to compete in the London North Youth Cross
Country event taking place on 20th November 2021.

