3rd December 2021

THE WEEKLY
FLIGHT
This week saw the first day of advent. A time for Christians to prepare for Christmas and for the children to learn
about advent whilst opening their calendars.
Our Jewish families are celebrating Channukah and I spoke to one child who explained about this fun celebration
and the games they were playing at home.

It is cheery to know that despite the gloom and doom on the news there is so much fun to be had at this time of
year.
The school is undergoing a tinsel transformation and next week the Avon House lights will be switched on ready for
all of the festive activities we have organised.
Kind regards

Mrs Campbell

THE MAGIC IS HERE
Max Verstappen has been sent to Herons, Year 2,
His job is to report on what the children all do.
Each night while they sleep, to Santa he'll fly,
To the North Pole, right through the sky.
He tells him if they have been good or been bad,
The news of the day makes him happy or sad.
He'll return to class before the children awake,
And then they must find the new spot he will take.
There's only one rule that the children must follow,
So he will come back and be here tomorrow.
Please do NOT touch him. His magic might go,
And Santa won't hear all he's seen and he knows.
He cannot speak, so says Santa Claus,
All of the elves have to follow the laws.
But the gleam
in his eye and
his bright little
smile,
Show Herons
he's listening
and noting
their file.
The final
decision with
Santa will rest,
What do you
think?
Will the
children of
Herons get
their
request?!

THROWING SHAPES
Foundation 2 have been working on their shapes this
week, looking at both 2D and 3D shapes on paper and
in the environment. We went on a shape hunt on
Weekly Walk, discovering the cubes, spheres, squares,
rectangles and cones that surround us, learnt and
matched the shape names, created shape pictures on
paper and on our classroom tablets.

WEEKLY AWARD
PERSEVERANCE
Foundation 1: Rida & Raymond
Foundation 2: Devan & Jaxsen
Year 1: Richard & Amelie
Year 2: Anaya & Tyler
Year 3: Maham & Molly
Year 4: Micah & Adam
Year 5: Ava & Niam
Year 6: Eesa & Dilveer

FIRST TIME OF EVERYTHING
It was wonderful to see our youngest learners in Puffins
perform to their parents yesterday for the first time.
They shared their Spanish numbers, colours and sang
their favourite singing and signing song with great
gusto.

STAR OF THE WEEK
Foundation 1: Darcey
Foundation 2: Benjy & Emily
Year 1: Jayanth & Yorkshire
Year 2: Zariyan & Neel
Year 3: Krishni & Moosa
Year 4: Sienna & Arvin
Year 5: Yaseen & Aaleyah
Year 6: Jaime & Tamilore

FOREVER AUTUMN
This week Foundation 1 have begun to get into the
Christmas spirit. The children have been exploring the
story of The Jolly Christmas Postman. The story
showed a postman who was delivering letters to some
well-known story characters such as Little Red Riding
Hood, The Big Bad Wolf and Humpty Dumpty.
During Weekly Walk this week, the children were
asked to create a snowman using stones and pebbles
and also props such as a hat, scarf and gloves.
Foundation 1 also created some amazing Father
Christmas masks, using paper plates, cotton wool and
coloured card.

STUDYING THE HIGHWAYMAN
In English this week, 6HD have been looking at 'The
Highwayman', a poem by Alfred Noyes. They've
explored the poem from several different angles,
including writing internal monologues as one of the
characters and creating a
descriptive piece of
writing. Earlier in the
week they each took on
the role of a different
character so that they
could hot seat, answer
questions and learn more
about the motivations of
Tim, Bess and The
Highwayman himself.

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING
TO TOWN
Year 2 have started to get into the Christmas spirit! In
their art lesson, they enjoyed making decorations,
carefully using glitter to add a touch of festive sparkle.
In English, the children have written their own stories
about Santa coming to London. There were some
wonderful plots, such as Santa's sleigh crashing into The
Shard and Santa encountering the Present Snatcher!

MOVIE MAGIC
After writing some newspaper reports based on the
events in our class book Diver's Daughter, Year 5
turned their hands to the big screen! Starting with our
newspaper reports, we turned them into a script for a
TV news report, thinking about the different language
needed and the skills needed to present information on
camera. We then practised in our groups, learning our
lines and perfecting our reporter voices! Finally, we
filmed our reports in front of a green screen and added
some movie magic - scan the QR code to see the final
result!

THANK YOU MRS PATEL
On Monday, we had a special visitor come into Year 6.
Even better than having a jolly man with a white beard
and a red coat, our visitor was Mrs Patel (Eesa’s mum).
Mrs Patel ably supported by Eesa talked to us about
the five pillars of Islam and pupils’ questions. Eesa
even gave us a demonstration of the call to prayer
(Adhan) and a reading he had learnt from the Qu’ran.

"I enjoyed playing a character and being in front of a
green screen because it felt like being a real actress!"
Susie 5AN
"I learned what it
would be like to be
on the news!"
Rishav 5AN
"I learned that it's
important to speak
directly to the audience, and to
speak formally so
that the viewers
trust you." - Dhaya
5AN

JINGLE BELLS, JINGLE BELLS

REMINDERS
Unfortunately if you have not confirmed your
attendance to invitation@ahsprep.co.uk for Christingle,
we are unable to book a seat for you due to the event
being number critical. We will be using a guest list
accordingly.

Please can we remind parents that when bringing in
birthday treats for your child, only fun-size sweets can
be accepted and only to their immediate class.
As part of our uniform policy, please could you ensure
that your child’s hair is tied back neatly for school away
from their face.
REMINDER: Book your child’s ticket for Winter
Wonderland via ParentPay so that your child is able to
participate in the festive activities arranged.

It’s been an exciting week with Santa sending Snowflake
and Jingle Bell to Year 1! These two little elves will be
with us until Christmas! We have been learning about
how to write a letter and compose questions. The
children loved writing their letters to Santa and thought
of some brilliant questions for him! They also collaged
their own Santa’s and wrote some great descriptive
writing for one of our Christmas themed displays!

AND ACTION!
For the last two weeks, Year 3 have been focusing on
the Talk for Writing story, 'The Papaya that Spoke'.
Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed this story and picked it
up very quickly, we first learned it through orally
reciting along with
actions, please scan the
QR code to see us
perform, which we also
did to the prep school
and Mrs Campbell!
We are now creating
our own versions of the
story, watch this space
for those
performances. Have a
great weekend!

PRESS GANG
This week, Year 4 have been studying the features of
newspapers and have begun to plan their own. Watch
this space… there are a few journalists in the making!
Some are also doing it as live reporting, being creative
in their own learning.

